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ancient tradition and to locate their original home on these
shores, mainly on the ground that they were, as they still are,
poor in suitable woods for ship-building, and could not there-
fore have afforded any scope for the rise of a maritime people.
Asa writer says: "As a matter of fact, these particular
regions which have been specially represented as the primi-
tive home of the Phoenicians, namely, the Babylonian coasts
of the Persian Gulf and those which lie to the west of them,
are so little qualified to favour the rise of navigation,
owing to the want of suitable woods that, as Aristobulus
informs us, when Alexander the Great conceived the idea of
bringing the coast district of Eastern Arabia under his
dominion, both seamen and portable ready-made ships had
to be brought from Phoenicia to Babylon, and this was
actually done with the express intention of making of Baby-
lonia what it had never hitherto been, namely a second
Phoenicia." *
These observations would be eminently just, if these
Babylonian sea-coasts were represented to be " the .primitive
home " of the Phoenicians* But, as our readers have already
been told, if the Phoenicians of history were the descendants
of the Panis of Rgvedic times, their " primitive home"
would be, as it certainly was, in Sapta-Sindhu, from which
they emigrated to the coasts of Gujarat, and the Malabar and
the Coromondal coasts, and thence to the coasts of Babylonia.
The last-named region, however, not favouring their rise as
a maritime people on account of the paucity of suitable
woods, they were compelled to leave them in search of a
more suitable country which they at last found in Phoenicia
on the shores of the Mediterranean Sea. It would thus
appear that Herodotus faithfully jotted down the tradition
that had been current among the Phoenicians in his time,
and it would indeed be unjust to summarily dismiss it with
a view to establish the theory of their original home in Syria.
1   Hist. Hist, of the World, Vol. II, p. 262
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